
Dear Real Estate Agent 

I am writing on behalf of Leukodystrophy Australia, seeking support in our fundraising efforts via the 1% Challenge.   

The 1% Challenge is an iniCaCve targeCng 1% value of a parCcular return which would then be donated to Leukodystrophy Australia. 

Leukodystrophy Australia provides support and advocacy for individuals and their families in their journey living with 
Leukodystrophy and beyond.  Please see our attached brochure for the important work we do. 

Leukodystrophy is a group of rare neurological, degenerative disorders that affect mainly children, although they can appear at 
any life stage. These disorders can lead to deterioration of many of the body’s neurological functions, with a flow on effect to 
other body functions, often ending in death.  There is no cure at this time.  Receiving a diagnosis is challenging and stressful 
for all families.  Please see our Family Story overleaf. 

Leukodystrophy Australia does not receive any government funding and relies on the generosity of donors and philanthropic 
organisations to assist these families. 

The 1% Challenge could include: 

1% of the commission of a house in a parCcular month say May for example so that the giM deductable benefit could be readily 
claimed in the 2020 financial year. 

The RE Agency could also put the Challenge out to their other agencies or rivals for example. 

RE Agency benefits: 

• Simply for the general good 

• Great PR.  The Agency could choose to promote the fundraising offer in local newspapers, thereby adding to the 
promotion of the house 

• Leukodystrophy Australia offers to speak at a funcCon or pre-sale to encourage bidders.  

• the Agency could lead the charge to champion philanthropy by putting the 1% challenge out to other agencies for 
Leukodystrophy.  

Please help in any way you can.  Your family, friends or colleagues may also be able to help.   

Please feel free to call our Office Manager, Bronwyn Byrne on any of the below listed numbers for any queries you may have. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and generosity, 
From all the families supported by Leukodystrophy Australia  
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Family Story:  Amber is the only child in Australia who has Hypermylenating Leukodystrophy – a rare form of the 
genetic condition that attacks the brain and nervous system with only 100 reported cases in the world. 

Her mother Jenny says at 7-year-old Amber has a smile that lights up a room but she battles mobility issues, pain, 
and fading vision. While she understands everything that’s happening around her, she needs a communication book 
to ‘speak’ and can’t walk on her own. 

But it doesn’t stop her from living, from wanting to experience a childhood of fun, like a weekly dance session.  

Her mother Jennifer, a nurse, is grateful for the support of groups like Leukodystrophy Australia but knows that 
without a cure, she may not get to see her little girl grow up. 

“Most people are being diagnosed after the kids are falling over, and then they’re told you’ve got three to four years. 
Some don’t live past their early teens. Last year we had a 3-year old, a 7-year old and a 9-year old die,” says 
Jennifer. 

“At my last appointment, we were told they are hoping Amber will make it to young adulthood, unless she gets a 
complication.”  

She recently had an implant which acts like a permanent epidural to control her chronic pain. 

“How I stay positive is to celebrate the small gains and the good things. I live for today. I don’t know what tomorrow 
is,” says Jenny. 

Researchers including Royal Melbourne’s Associate Professor Michael Fahey are paving the way forward for an end 
to neurological diseases that have been life limiting for children like Amber. 

“Right now, they are trying to work out the neural pathways and understand how the damage is being caused. Until 
then, we need to try and maintain as much function as possible,” says hopeful mum, Jennifer.             August 2018 
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